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sages approached Brahma and requested him to explain the
form of Prana va, which is the essence of all the four Vedas.
Brahma said that he himself represented Pranava. The
sages were not convinced and requested Vedas to manifest
themselves and elaborate the point. Accordingly all the
four Vedas personified themselves before the gathering.
Rig Veda said, "The great God by whom this whole
universe is created and by whom all the animate and
inanimate objects were enveloped is indeed Pranava". "That
which after obtaining the blessings of Lord Parameswara
leaves nothing else to be desired is Pranava", added
Yajurveda. Samaveda elaborated by saying, "He by whom
the whole world is motivated, in whom the whole universe
is contained, whose attributes the sages long to realise -
Indeed He is Pranava". Finally, Adharva Veda declared,
"The Lord of Sacrifice, the seer, the omnipotent the invisible,
pure conscience SadaSiva is Pranava". Even though all the
vedas declared in so many words that Lord Mahadeva
represents Pranava, the adamant Brahma persisted that he
was Pranava himself. Then Pranava itself manifested before
the gathering and in angry words addressed as follows:-
"Oh Paramesti! Even though the vedas have
elaborated the paratatwa i.e.(the essentials of knowledge),
you are only indulging in self aggrandisement. He, from
whose breath the Vedas have emanated, He, by whom the
whole creation is caused; He, who is pervading the entire
Universe, He, who is the cause of your very existence, the
ordainer, the pure, the omnipotent, the all powerful, one
without beginning or end, the great God Sankara Himself
is Pranava Swarupa. No body else". In spite of this elaborate
declaration Brahma would not yield. Then Pranava in sheer
disgust ordained that Brahma would never be able to
conceive the true form of it. Skanda was quite aware of this
incident when he questioned Brahma about it. He failed in
the test